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Curſt be the Verſe how well ſoe er it flow m 
* That tends to make one worthy Man my Foe; 
Give Virtue Scandal, Innocence a Fear, 
Or from the ſoft-ey'd Virgin draw. a Tear: 
A Laſh like mine, no honeſt Man ſhall dread,. 
But ev'ry dirty Raſcal in his Stead. p 
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« „N F you ſuſpect me, I will leave che room.” 
Wy + + Or if 1 Hlatter, ſpit in my face, . and call 


r- WE Churchill. 1 8b BY: believe me, when 
1 declare this ſhall be. a. on upon an entire 
De w. plan. that 1 G, honeſty. for 
panegyric, and candour for praiſe. So much premiſed; 
1 {þall proceed. That you had fathers and mothers, I 
verily; beliey C5. but, who . 8 77 Were, they can give the 
beſt ago count of; that you. haye merit, I appeal to the 
town... os never, would have been lo. often pleaſed, 
Ka given, ſo. much applauſe, if you had not —_— 


;-—So far for genealogy a and deſcent.— 80 much ch for 


your deſervings.--:You are the only people, who can be 


your, own; : ſo! if you wanted, my. praiſe” you 
 might,-—-l court no Patron; I claim no reward; I aſk- 
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EL ISD P 
deavouring to defend your cauſe againſt this inva- 
der of your bread and cheeſe; this pretender to 
criticiſm.— To myſelf, 1 reſemble one of thoſe hardy 
| gentlemen "who lived one, two, -or three thouſand years 
ago; it does not fignify which, for I don't intend to 
quarrel about an odd thouſand or ſo.Let us conclude, 
if they did exiſt, it was at ſome time: and ſo much 
granted, it matters not at what period for my purpoſe : 
but they were chen known by che name of knight - er- | 
rants; fellows who uſed togo ronnd the country ſaying 
of giants and monſters,” necromancers, / and roaring 

bulls; tearing down brazen caſtles, or ſwimming thro' 5 
A chouſand muddy moats in one night: and all this 
with as much eaſe, {though not altogether that ſto- 
mach and Hticfaction) as a fat curate would ſtorm the 
out-works of my Lord's veniſon paſty And now fup- 
poſe me one of theſe thrice-hardy gentlemen, -armed 
At all Points; my pen a lance, my breaſt. plate half a 
ure of paper, and my head fortified with its natu- 
* braks atop chin nee ne e Prineer's a, 


* 
0 gentlemen and ladies, who is waiting for this dedica- 
tion, takes the liberty to look over my ſhoulder. Now 
this, without any breach of decorum; may be allow'd ; 
for we very often take the liberty to leave the ſpelling 
and pointing of a whole piece to theſe Midwives of | the 
muſes, as Mr. Foote calls them. I indulged: the devil; 
and when I came thus far, my familiar ſtopt me ſhort, | 
put on a grave face, and told me he had ever an en- 
terprizing genius for ſuch: {ike adventures,” and hum- 
| bly begged leave to accompany me as my ſquire. I 
ſurveyed him from head to heel with a look of infi- 
nite ſatisfaction, and giving the aſſenting nod, dubbed 
him accordingly. He pleads | himſelf duly qualified, 
by having an univerſal knowledge in language and 
ſcience; 1 by having had an opportunity of reading the 
firſt page of 1 every new performance that has been 
brought forth in his preſs; (which, by the bye, i is gene- 
rally more to the purpoſe than the whole volume be- 
ſides) and pleads as further merits, that before he came 
there, his day was employed | in pounding i in a drug- 


| ge $ mortar, and his —_ in ringing the n 


() 

and To can ſerve. me indifferently for furgeon and poſt- 
boy: juſt the crown. of his head is covered with a 
woollen night · cap, that three months ago was red; 
but as it Was now ſituated, head and all might : very. 
well be taken for one of his maſter's black balls. His 
Sir John Falſtaff s ſhirt was carefully rolled up about 
wore a dirty play- bill for an apron: a figure, though 
neither foreign nor antique, yet it was 047% enough to 
have made its appearance in the moſt faſhionable aſ- 

fembly; but, to his misfortune, and bee nn is 
8 theworld of _ 16998 f 


Fot want of a | oat horſe, X 5 4 told my Va- 
lant attendant, that I intend to hire Pegaſus ; but 
the arch dog ſaid, 1 had never feed the ſtable- 
man. He ſays, 4 does not remember to have 
once taſted of my generoſity; I for he has the ho- 
nour Now. and then to rub down that common hack- 
ney s heels. But I tell him I will, when my ſecond 
edition comes out, which, when I have amended, re- 

th „„ "TE 


viſed; and cut out half, is to be Twi-ſhiltings.- I bid 

him not fear of ſucceſs; it cannot fail, hen an hun 
gry poet is the knight, and has the devil for his "{quire. 
The worthy gentlemen « of old were mere trifles: : What 


* 7 ITY 1 


Was | the 1; aying of a fiery dragon, the breaking 
the ſpells of a, magican, or burſting. open a hun 
dred brazen gates to releaſe a beauteous Young dam- 
ſel, who had been immured ſomée fifty or fixty years ? 
What was the butchering of a bull or two in a | tourna- 
ment, or overthrowing of a hundred knights, for the 
fake of having a dirty glove ſtuck in the corner of 

their heltnet? Dare they one of them have engaged a 
critic ? Dare they, pen in hand, have encountered one of 
theſe gentlemen at their own weapons, and ſtood ſnarl 
for ſnarl with them? Methinks I hear my good ge- 
nius cry out, Adventurous young man deſiſtl forego 
thy purpoſe, leſt hy your overthroy thou bringeſt an 
indelible diſgrace on the cauſe vou would defend !--- 
Go, preach thy advice to roaring winds! I ſee the 
danger of the attempt; I feel the glory of the 
conqueſt ;---and I muſt on; tis my firſt combat.--- 
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L now beg Mr. Sparks and Mr. Havard to be 
maſters of the ceremony, and introduce me with my 


leſt reſpects to your, ſeminaries of learning, wit and 


- 


humour; ; and if 1 conquer now, defire I may be em 
champion.--- Farewell,---remen-- * 
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CEXOEXR HOUGH i (and defiring to remain 10 = 
{650 I have taken the liberty of directing this little | 4 { 


Th piece to you; begging your opinion of the cha- | 
EM rater that is drawn in the following p pages: and . „ 


28 if you ſhould happen to know the face that is 
| cep deſire 7. would. not be offended at the Glaſs.. 


oh Pray, would it not be highly diverting,”to ſee a lady in 2 
painter's ſhop, akking her confidant,” if ſhe did not think every 
Venus there had ſome reſemblance of Herſelf d And how ſhould 
we laugh at finding a very deformed*man in the fame circum- | 2 

| ſtances, threatening to kick the painter, "becauſe he had happily T4 75 
| excelled on ſome ſubject that bore a ſimilitude to his misfortune?: 


2 9 : 
WM B | It 
. 0 « \ 
* } 
1 
? 
0 * 


* 


pray * 


2 „run envRcnt ita. 


It hs ever been allowed, that in cvritings, like coburs, "Ih 


4 may be a ſtrong likeneſs preſerved: but my defign is only to aſk 
your thoughts on a ſubje& that has hitherto remained untouched 
by any of the painters, ancient or modern; though the poets 


have been pretty particular on it; that is, che human beart: but 


I ſhall confine myſelf to black and white: and while we ac- 


at #2: of 2. and e to be ſiſter 5 7 we . own 


The 7 in general ls by the painters, 1s Wy to o delight 
the eye, by giving us ſome finiſhed repreſentation of nature, 
without ever troubling their heads about the inſtruction of the e 
heart : but the grand deſign of every author, you know, Sir, 
ought to be to convey ſome moral inſtruction, to correct ſome 
error, to amend ſome fault; or, with the rod of honeſt ſatyr, 
to lach ſome. vice, which may carry moſt manifeſt and fla- 
e eee in 3 to the ſubverũon of o 


You will own theſe are avs aac 
employ his time and pen on: Mr. Addiſon, . and Sir Richard 
Steele, the great maſters in polite letters, thought this abſolutely 


{ and happily found che way of conveying the moſt 


. nee e methods : they knew 


89 7 at 3 8 ' x Ow * N 
4 % A „ : ; 7 1 : 1 F 22 5 1 * 40 
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THE CHURCHILYAD. ; "2 


. "Tis allowed, in theatrical criticiſms, they were minutel juſt; 
yet they. were the friends of the ſtage; they ſaw how bard a taſk 
it was to be a great actor; and therefore took. hold of every 
opportunity of giving due praiſe to the firſt dawn of genius; were 
ſtill endeayouring to find out merit, and overlook every fault 


that was not too glaring ; and even there, they chaſtiſed with a 
loving father's hand, whoſe only intention was to inſtruct and to 


jth a uſeful. leſſon to his availin 8 child. 


Their e were fn kind, 7 * een 5 0 1 
; chat tho:perſan pete af could; nos bey Imi; in thanks, under 


the rod of correctin : in ſhort, by being men of real genius, 


they were fond of encouraging it, and willing to be pleaſed. —Nor- 
can reading furniſh-us with one example, where the true genius 


has not had. one of theſe points in view ;, RE, in the com- 
e e fr bs been of ſociety. 33 


Certainly to place virtue in a pleaſing Oy or to e 


all diſguiſe or ornament, is what we moſt expect from thoſe, 
| wor? are either: to reform. us "or example, or rr us hag roger 


+ 


But A nad unn aher w Sezen this, We path, 


to ſtray widely into rancour, bear. the nile, we. mot: nn 


on a pack of puzzling: cards, tba 4 


ſuch a a man as the author of the Roſciad for an example? Youmuſt 
+ | | | B 10 ; : | ; acknow-- 


„ 
1 & 


Jollies, i is like 4 puppy catching Nies A5 r en $037 ark 
Now deal ingenuouſly with me; What would you o think of 


TEES ESRI. «at 22 IH 
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THE CHURCHILIA D, 


bes ge him bleſt with political talents: but when you ſee 


him ſtraying widely from every moral deſign, would not you be- 


lieve him to be one from that * e ee 2 o celebroted for 
ad- 


1 4 
2 18115 


1 22 FF 4 ne 
Soda 


intrepidity of face e 
© Whom his own : chyed. country bad vomited zie 0 2 TOY 


C3 s 83 6 * 2 

But I muſt plead your —_ "<2 me, and beg hes —_ -— 

to take me right; for I declare I would not condemn a nation for 
might he not very 


if he Was not, pray 


the raſtal-few. But 
ealily be taken for one of the moſt malevolent that ever 
ſhe from His nate land??? 


1 cruelly” aniſhe 
But to leave his country, ood go on o with my geit. 
all ſubmiſſion, aſk; How far LAST think 


1 I ſhall now, With 
ſuch an author culpable in the general? And ſfhall be 
your opinion, of a clergyman, who, could break through the firſt 
law of chriſtianity, Do as. you. aud be done by: and a member 
of ſociety who would endeayour to be moſt dangerous, in putting 
us in the way of finding faults, with what tends to make us moſt 


happy ? I be eve no man would thank him for cor convincing him 
he is not, or ought not to be ſatisfied. And what would be your 


*y * * 
— 45 TT 


opinion of an author who has thus vilely erred? For who that 
was not poſſeſſed of the largeſt ſhare of confidence (not to 


make uſe of a harder term) would dare to feiſt his opinion on 
the world with an 2 dixit, 1 . 
| * e He 


1 
1 i 


WW 
. 


4 


t 
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| He certainly would have a right to judge for himſelf; that is, 
«oben he did not go into the houſe with an order; * none to fix ĩt 


as the ſtandard of judgment. „ ane] e 


Would not you blame any man who would endeavour to 
raiſe his firſt trophy in fame, by making a body of men his ene- 
mies? Senn would it not be better for bim if we nouk] LP mh 
«q bat at the beſt the wh piece was moſt mufitally dull ?” | 
That i it was inoffenſive and inſipid, and that it had no other mes. 
rit, but that it did no harm. e 728 | ; 


Su ppoſe youll eriticizin g on ſuch marker piece: : you 19550 
alto that ſome parts are caly. and flowing; but you muſt ac- 
knowledge too that there are others, that. are as mere proſe run 
nad, as ever dropped from the pen of an unhappy ſon of Grub- 
ſtreet; whoſe only perfection conſiſts in ſcurrility for character, 
abuſe for wit, and puns for ſentimenta.—Vou ſhall ſee, _ 


dy. we will 1 all this, 


: Should we not pay. A Ka (which 5 we —_— no means 
| intend) to ſuppoſe one man author of the whole piece ?. Pray, 

does there not an apparent diſparity in the ſtile and harmony 
of the verſe ſtrike you? I am ſure there does me; And do 
not you join with me in believing (notwithſtanding a late publick 
atteſtation) that there were two other gentlemen concerned, who 
Were at leaſt equal to the author, in integrity and goodneſs of heart? 


| 6 7 CHURCHILIAD.. 


And was it not right, to ſhrowd their own ſoftneſs of difpoſition; 
and tender reſpects of brotherly love, enen eren his 
6 and his face of braſs? | 


Were not you told, I think I was, that the gentleman that is. 
ſo celebrated in the firſt part of the Roſciad, and who hereafter 
| ſhall be known by the name of Sir Fug em Birch; after having 
received ſeveral obligations from the gentlemen of the Theatre, 
ſpoke contemptuouſly of the profeſſion, and meanly of the 
profeſſors, was called to an account for it by a member of that 
body, who here ſtood forth the Cauſc's doughty knight, and: 
threatened to make him. his fer- Balli? At the fame time whiſ- 
pering ſomething odly about ſlitting of noſes, and cutting off ears; 
which the other (uo never was uſed to any other weapon of 
truelty befides a rd) in the meekneſs of his ſpirit patiently bore, 
"© And ſhew'd himſelf a gentleman by ſtealing out of tus company,” 
and OA xe i war” 2 25 Oy prin a man K 
ot tale? ook 


b ate of . 
Mr. Foote's ſatyr, in a little piece, where he exhibited Three 
| Ne Performers, with wooden bodies as well as beadr;. 0 


Sat bravely drun, and wehr in anguiſh baſe ;. 
_ While from bis envious eye the trickling ten 
Sul all a-down bis cheek, in current vile. 


* 


p 


THE CUVRCHIL1AD 7 


Ah! he is young Ho little does be know of the IG 
But time works wonders! 


| Now theſe gentlemen, Sir Flog'em Birch and Co. not content 
with breaking all the tics of ſociety, but muſt even add vio- 
lation of friendſhip; and taking the adyantage of miſtaken 
confidence, Sir Flog'em, through a cruel intervention of fortune, 
being rendered incapable of nightly paying for his ſeat in the 
houſe, moſt generouſly had the liberty of it beſtowed on him: 
where he had an opportunity of entering into thoſe: theatrical 
ſecrets he would otherwiſe have remained a ſtranger to; and 
came at thoſe anecdotes, that have aſſiſted him 1 in _ carrying on 
this grand work againſt themſelves. 1 


Mr. Codicil was fortunate cab bed e VE 
Cat and ſo acquired a viſible means of exiſting another 
year; which before, the law did not make ſo eligible; nor 
would it have been altogether convenient to have made an an- 
ſwer to an impertinent writ of enquiry, had one been iſſued out. 
And now, my dear Sir, if you know any friend of yours, 
they call the Clumſy Curate, they ſay he was obliged to raiſe : a 
ſpeedy ſum of money to diſcharge a good-natured creditor, who 
had agreed to take about a fifth for the whole debt; that he 
opened a ſubſcription, and applied to the holy fraternity, but was 
| man. For I will not doubt their charity to a brother in difireſs, 
who are always ſo ready to relieve the neceſſities of the indi- 
| gent. 
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gem. Nor was it his fault, if he was afterwards beholden to 


a certain Meeting for their collecting a ſum, where one of the 
men that is moſt abuſed, generouſly threw in ** mite to prevent 


his 4 in durance vile, 


From what has been faid, you, and every. Head; man, at _ 
view, will fee the laws of hoſpitality broke, and mutual con- 


fidence facrificed to private gain: the One, owing almoſt his 


- Exiſtence ; the Other, a warm, tender and uſeful friendſhip, to 


the man whoſe people they would ruin in mn; NE charac- © 
ters, and private reputations. 5 . 5 
In ſhort, they 8 deeper ſhade E one elle, 
toclap a daub of gilding upon him, which may dazzle, bat can 
give no luſtre. Nay; have we not great reaſon to ſuſpe& the 
truth of that due that ern OY er it 
e e to merit? LAG 7 | apt cv 


Indeed we may with juſtice allow heir Rakim ok. mak 
than + any performer we have ever ſeen; nor can his reputation 
reap any advantage from the pens of men, whole POTN 


are ſo very doubtful. 


LING. wha wich rid vc, that r 4 hs hes 
4 fault with him? Or that you *6d:Lhad: him in a 
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Malt in here: ladies and ew . is the nem e that 


be here bci give me your opinion? what would vou 
og any worthy «gentleman in black, who could leave his 
profeſſion as miniſter of God, to enter into a moſt foul ſcheme 
of detrattion 2—But how can we expect that the laws from man 
to man ſhould remain inviolate by him, ho would burſt thirough 
all that's moral and divine — Who would build a reputation n 
the ruin of any deſerving man Who would call calumny, with + 
her gangreening tongue, to feſter the name of merit !—Whoſe 
heart, blackening at the proſperity of riſing genius, and fainting 
at the juſt praiſe beſtowed. upon. real worth, would endeavour, 
under the ſanction of the critic, to ſtop its progreſs; ; and wound, 4 
by ſubter fuges, thaſe characters they dare not, in defiance of the. 
town, a attack, but carry deadly younds in,every if. and 

How would- he like 1 to 3 an ill report 2 1 5 


a. gathering ; is making round the pariſh for his, afternoon's lee-. 
ture? And yet he would take the advantage of the very time. of £ 


their benefits! 3 3 
F 3-8 6 700. 1 THE! 
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5 


8 


Would you not ee him to bes one of thoſe wh care not 
whoſe welfare they endanger—what connexions they break—. - 8 
whoſe means of living they deſtroy, ſo they can raiſe the leaſt - 
emolument for. themſelves ?—Would. ruin ä in the opinion | 
C. "of: N 


10 THE CHURCHILIAD. 
of the world, whoſe publick reputation is the only mainte- 
nance for himſelf, a tender wife, and helpleſs infants Who, 
f | to gratify a rancorous heart, and 2 malevolent diſpoſition, 
bil I | would take away the ſupport of families, and the character 
{| of individuals; and all under the falſe pretence of ſettling 
1 right the miſled judgment of the town !—But in reality, 
= | yon know, is only to arrogate an . inſolent praiſe to them- 
=—_ LES / ³˖⁰¹ 7 args 
E Ay! but methinks T hear you anſwer me to all this, in defence 
g | of the author, that had it been panygeric, the good natured town 
1 . would never have bought it; and eat he muſt, and ſpeedily too; for 
OS be finds himſclf poſſeſs d of all thoſe whoreſon appetites that a 
| 2&2 _ . cardinal could boaſt of: and if urged on by a keen ſtomach, and 
—= | no victuals.; a maw this moment gaſping for bread, the next for 
2H pPraiſe if, I fay, to ſatisfy the calls of nature, he publiſhed his 


* Roſciad, I muſt leave the. world Wisst how far he was guikty? 


Ay, very true doctor, now here I agree in opinion with you, 
| and with that the capon cating ſons of tragedy, could engage te 
invite him daily to a good dinner; ſo that, agrecable | to the 
Ou adage, * meat might ſtop —. TT” 


9 
= po not. you think we ſhould be infinitely obliged to fach an 
| 5 | Author, a, he could ſupply. us with a ſcheme to provide better 


;performers ? But, till he does that, I'm fure "Mr, muſt 5 Join with 
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me, in wiſhing he would give us leave to be pleaſed with thoſe we ; 1 
have. Pray does he not to you reſemble a child reſuſing his 
| bread: and butter, becauſe it has no glaſs windows on it? 


5 Pray, Sir, don't you think he might have been better em- 
ployed? Or, if he needs muſt ſet up for a teformer, Why does 
he not begin within the pale of his own tribe? u are conſcious - 
there can be no want of ſubject, where there are ſo many itil. 
round fat. oily men of God (as Thompſon ſays) breeding a famine - 
- wherever they come, raifing of: tyths, and dues, and racking of 
tenants, that they may add another bottle and bird to their 
table; and who are as profeſſedly fond of every thing mat is 
luxurious, as an aldetman of cuſtard.— And when you meet 
with ſuch a cahracter as ik; pray are not you of opinion, that, 
when Mofes ſaid, that God created warnen i in en, the” neyee - | | 
fret of 2 pampered pit? Fd Ton 26 VV” TONS * = 
| No ow here i is: a large field. For Giles an Maria Kate talents; . 9 
but it may be dangerous to meddle there, becauſe they can be 
enemies.— But you muſt ſee with me, that ſuch a character muſt 
beſpeak him a faſhionable man: is it not plain, by his undertak= - 
ing to rectify our amuſements, before he. choſe to amend our 
morals? The ſcheme. is truly . laudable ; for who: ſhall. dare to 
blame him, tho' he did let two podies Walt i in the church ſome 


few hours for him to read the burial ſervice? Was he not more 
materially employed. in the orcheſtra of Drury-Lane theatre, tak - 
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| ing minutes of Mr. Sheridan's three ſteps, backward and forward, 


in king John? What was it to the deceaſed to lie in a melancholy 
church; or the- mourning friends to wait all bathed in tears, 
and finking under the reflection of each moment taking the laſt 
farewell. of all they held moſt dear fle was then all, wrapt 5 
in criticiſm, correcting the little errors of the flage—Let the ten- 
der widow ſuffer a thouſand deaths, each time ſhe gazes on the 


© coffin, in ſurviving the loſs of what had been her only joy, her 


only comfort. What felt mankind for the helpleſs orphan who 
wept in bitter anguiſh for a dead father, who, was, its only ſupport! 

| —Was he not then gloriouſly convincing the town-that they had 
been wrong, that: they had been blockheads enough to give ap- 
plauſe where none was due? And what could it Gonify. to the 
dead to be buried by a F reach proteſtant, who. could not read 
a word of Engliſh! Was not he lowering the inſolent pride of a 
ſet of people, who had the impudence to dine upon b and fowls 
in a ſuperb” apartment, While he was forced to dart into a cellar 


in St. Giles's, where the knives and forks are chained to the 


; table; for fear the compan ſhould ſteal them, and there dine vo- 


luptuouſly upon ox-cheek ? O, ſhame! ſhame! the raſcals ſhould 


| be ſcourged. Shall we not join our forces and affiſt him? Who 


woüld not affiſt in ſo ' praiſe worthy an undertaking?—Whit 3 is 
the deſtroying of the welfare of an individual, in conſideration 


of making a minute regulation in one fa /hionable pleaſure ? 


This is neceſſary, and I now find 3 in the chain of things, that a 
1. modern 


IF 


* HE Gu Rur Ape 13 


modern beau is a very uſrful inſe&;/ not Jeſs; ſo. than his reverence, 
with this difference, that he i is a butterfly, and the other a drone, 


He can with equal eulen 1 on a cap or a patch; 28 


ſuch an author upon players; ay, and in ſome meaſure he i is; | 


like him, a creature to be avoided. For who would herd with 
one that he is in perpetual apprehenſions of being made uneaſy. 
from? How often haye we both ſeen a fair lady ready to faint 
away, when one of theſe impertinents has found fault with the 
formation of Ruffle? The beatiteous! face that juſt befote ſparkled 
with pleaſure, through the conſcious ſatisfactibn of being dreſt 
in exact taſte, was now become as diſagreeable and ſullen as 
his own, when he has gone en His eget almoſt as 
much diſtorted as When nnd ved" 1 SS) & 1 55165 
© Thou grinft borribhs, a * ly A * as Milton has it. 
Don't you-think we might proceed ee ME. 
to treat him with an Olio of bis; own, cooking ?, But that. it may, 
be demanded of me to ſhew cauſe why, and What are my rea · 
ons chat 1 have taken up t the en in rene to him ? 


7 4 mall now throw. nl upon the judgment, 5 chat 4 5 every 


man of candour; and ſhall goon to prove how far. ſuch, an au- 


 thor's. pietenſions may be juſt to the character he would aſſume ? 

How far a clergyman has a right to be a critic? And how far, as 

a man, he is one, I ſhall endeavour to bring down, reaſons from N 
ts nature;..and IG to ſupport my opinion, and deſtroy 
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But, firſt, as it may not be unneceſfary to deſine what a etitic 
i, 1 will begin with ſhewing what he is not. We have ever 
annexed to critic; the idea of à ſour moroſe man, only happy in 
finding fault; whoſe chief pleaſure conſiſts in expoſing the er- 
runs of mankind; and one who arrogates great praiſe to himſelf, 
in being che firſt to forſake gon nature; Whoſe greedy eye is 
_ impatiently-upon the ſcarch for failings, and whoſe mouth, is for 
ever open to abate: thus has ſpleen oſten been impoſed upon us 
for judgment; rancour has been taken for-knowledge ; and virulence 
for wiſdom ; and thus has a man often writ himſelf into the 

G 1 8 | of A critic, meerly by being plead to be of A | 


3) * | 
mour. * 7011 . 20 4 1 1 BHO iy 2 I A eras ery war at — 


el id Er Wels we have en 
vantage of them; and they are the men who acquire a reputation 
or ſenſe,” only becauſe they hold their tongues. Fam 90 


2 * 
ieren 44: W070 411 


Nov, the true critic is juſt the reverſe of i. Try : mY are to fup- 
_ poſe: the/able cenſurer, a man whoſe knowledge is confirm d 
d ſteady obfervation on men, books, and things; that he is 
well grounded in the minutia of ſcience. The glaring beauties, 
and the obvious faults, are what will ſtrike the moſt unlettered 
apprehenſion; but he is to find out the latent perfettions, and more 
obJeurt errors ;- te is to dite into the very ſoul of me” *. 
£1. and 


** CHURCHLILAAD., | rg. 


JO to bring to ſight every thing that may pleaſe, every thing that 
may difguft ; he is to give us a true account, with reaſon to ſup- 
port his opinion, and to draw a minute ballance between per- 
fettion and imper faction; and which ever is the moſt prevalent, 
is to ſtamp its reputation. His deciſion is to ſtand as the crite- 
rion, the et of approbation or diſlike. I believe we underſtand 
by the word 4riterion, the niceſt determination of the eundeft 
judgment. Now certain it is, you know, Doctor, that ſpleen or 
rancour can make no part in the compoſition of the true critic, 
Will, I fancy, be ie fee eee drawn down from 
be ono bp: gte 5 16 TiIBnol ein Ee ren ics * 


The Spetators, 450 love * delta handled this ſabje, 
declare, that ſo far from ill nature 8 making any part of the cri- 
tic, that it is the direct contrary.; 5 that there ſhould be a willing 
neſs to hide the little errors we are born to, knowing man to be 
the child of frailty, and being ever conſcious that there i is no 
ſuch thing as infallibility,; were proud to eſtabliſh that as the 
firſt in Pena, whoſe merits only ballanced its miſtakes. | 


Now let us examine, according to my propoled plan, what right 
fact? an author as the author of the Roſciad bas to be a critic? Vou 


know, Sir, we muſt hrſt conſider him as a clergyman; and as 
ſuch, tis doubtleſs his duty to amend all, our vices; but then you 
muſt agree with me, that i it is equally lo to give due praiſe to 
our deſervings; and though you kyow, we would not wiſh 
to. ſee o one of his cloth countenance ficentious follies, he ſhould 
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by no means hurt us in our innocent, diverting, and inſtructive 
amuſements. He muſt certainly know that a decent conformity 
to theſe harmleſs cuſtoms of the country where we live, is no 
inconſiderable part of our duty. We are ſure it never can be the 
- | bufineſs of the divine to wound any one's reputation CR 
though privately it may be his duty to admoniſh : to call one 
back My he'i is widely 1 is wink he * to ** but 


— 


** of ridicule; and I am certain you muſt e tt me; 
chat to ſee oneof his cloth playing the ſuarling critic; is againſt Ae 


corum; morality cries loudly out againſt him, c chriſtianity diſclaims 
him; and the love from man to man ſhuts him out from every 


focial benefit, who can be found guilty of hurting a harmleſs 
brother i in ſo barbarous a manner ? Shall he ſtand candidate for | 
reputation, who has no other merit but that of deſtroying ano- 
ther's fame ? If we could deteſi the man who acts thus, how 
. muſt we look on a ſpiritual ade and a winiſter of faith? | e 


J am told ths: Doctor hits POET publiſhed kis-: cities 
for printing the, Roſciad, wherein he aſks the queſton, Has 
not a clergyman eyes, ears, &c. and has henot a right to judge for 
himſelf, and utter his criticiſms to the world? Why, yes, there i W 
no doubt of it; but then the man ſhould not forget the robes ; 
he ſhould be tender of the reputation of others, and diſpoſſeſſed 
of rancour himſelf. If 1 don't forget, Shakeſpear gives ſome 
ſuch reaſons to his Jem, where we hear him ery out to this pur- 


wy poſe; | 
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poſe z ** hath nut a Jew eyes, ears, paſians, affettions ? Ge. If. 
vou tickle us, do we net laugh? Tf. you prick.'us, du we nat 
- bleed? and if you wound us, ſhall we not revenge?” Now. this is 
a character actuated. by principle; for the man, imagining bim- 
ſelf to have ſuſtained a very material injury from the hand of a 
robber, and an enemy, flies out into the paſſion; the author has 
ſo exquiſitely painted; but you could have ſuffered no ſuch da- 
mage, having never been offended: had they wounded you, then 
you might have had ſome. reaſon for ſcourging them; had any 
one of them infringed on your property or province, there's no 
one but would have ſeen ſome juſtice in uſhering into the world 
criticiſms. to their diſadvantage, and might have proceeded 
from the ſame motive as Shylock's anger, revenge; which, tho 
a bad reaſon, would have been better than none, if a clergyman 
ought ever to proceed upon principles of revenge; but I believe 
the generality of the world will join with me in opinion, that 
paſſion ſhould never be the incentive of religious zeal: and how 
muſt it appear without one motive to Juſtify ſuch a treatment? 
for here you give them no quarter. Would not one imagine they 
were your intimate friends and acquaintance, by your uſing them 
ſo ſans ceremonie? for you have given us but poor proofs of 'your 
good breeding. When a man ſets up for a critie on public cha- 
tacters and perſons, who have been received with ſome reputa- 
tion, he ought by all means to find out ſome merits; as the 
world could never be ſo far miſtaken as always to give a man ap- 
ary who never deſerved any: now here * condemn in the 

3 h groſs; 


8 rr cnURCHILIAD. | 
groſs; and faith it is a very groſs method of condemning : in 
my mind, this is but a very indifferent com pliment to the reſt of 
your brother critics, who have been already pleaſed with theſe 
performers. Each of theſe has a right to imagine himſelf poſ- 
ſeſs d of an equal ſhare of knowledge and underſtanding with 
yourſelf; and I believe they will be of opinion that the imagi- 
nation is not built upon falſe grounds; for it is a conſequence 
that might very eaſily happen without any gift ſupernatural; for 
I will venture to affirm, any man would make as good a critic as 
you, who had only read the dramatic authors, though he had 
never ſeen a play performed: all his buſineſs would be only to 
rail hard, and condemn' without exception: and he moſt cer- 
tainly would be excellent if he had any turn for what _w_ call 
: 1. which generally ends 1 in nne, N 


| You may with juſtice urge, as you have the organs, . 
| and fits, of this kind of humour in great abundance, appertaining 
to mere men, you have a right to make uſe of them; but, as 
_ a clergyman, you ought to judge with candour inſtead of rancour ; 

for we muſt ſuppoſe you have arrived at the happy art of correct- 
ing your pions, and looſer ſallies of the ſoul ; that you would 
never condemn without aſſigning a reaſon, nor ever. find fault 
without cauſe. Now here you | give us no other reaſon, but 
that it is your 7everence's high will and pleaſure to be angry: you 
muſt be conſcious that even then it ſhould rather be a kind of leſ- 
ſon of inſtruction to * than a ſword of n to de- 
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ſtroy; as the old adage has it, you ſhould rather chooſe to bring 
Do to Oat: fe of repentance * the poſt of correction. | 


As one great proof of 555 we need only look into the can- 
non laws of a certain neighbour church, where we ſhall im- 
mediately be convinced of the truth of this argument, by ob- 
ſerving the progreſs they make in the human heart, from proceed- 
ing upon principles of terror; where religion wears a harlequin's 
coat, and is ill ſerved, becauſe ſerved through fear: and it is not 
clear to me, but in this you . follow her methods, by endeavouring 
to enforce all your dictates with the ſcourge z, and fince you have 
no good qualities to make them- love you, you are reſolved to | 
uſe all your power to make them fear you; but. hope you expect, 
(notwithſtanding your natural ſtrength, or the art you may have 
acquired in the ſchook of Broughton, ) when you ſtrike any man, 
to be knocked "down; for in ſuch a caſe, T hope, there is not one 
who wears a coat, waiſteoat, and breeches, that would let you 
ſhrink behind the ſanction of your gown ; but would, as our old 
friend John Dryden | has it, © make you walk in querpo le 4 
card rabbit, without © jour holy fur, that we might for” once ſee 
the infide of a churchman turned Jatyriſt, and, i, poſſible, flid. 
out what he ice good for —Now- here, Doctor, I muſt leave 
you to decide for yourſelf, how well any man, poſſeſs 'd of ſuch, 
a character, muſt have acted in conformity to the robes he wears, , 
while I proceed, and endeavour to point the | particular errors. 
OK PRI appertain to the piece. | 
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It would be a work of endleſs trouble to go through it line by 
line; beſides, it would be anticipating the judgment of men 


of ſuperior genius, who muſt. ee the numberleſs faults, and 
J juſtly deſpiſe the unworthy author.—As L intend, in contradiction 


to his method, to prove what I ſhall aſſert, 1 hope they will for- 

give me if 1 only ſpeak to particulars, 5 | 
. Fon ſorry, ma ver worthy ren, you could nber. 

out a fault. e ef 

e DES 7 i, Reſts dives, Sc. 

Why here, fo pleaſe your revereyce, your bare | grokily * 

„ gs 


e was a nnn with 8 ** Jied W . 
eee years ago; then what could provoke thee to take 


no notice of the numberleſs great performers that have been ſince 
that period ? This is a tacit confeſſion, that this is either the moſt 


meritorious, or moſt impudent age that has been ſince that time; 
but you ſeem. to ſpeak as if the chair was but juſt vacant, and 
bring the members of our ſtage as the only claimants; and yet 
but a little farther you make even them quit their perfections 
in their buſineſs, to court the aſſiſtance of their friends, who 
cannot have the leaſt intereſt there. Whereas you know, very 
wiſe Sir, that their own. merits were alone what t they ſhould. 
depend on; W manifeſt contradiction, - 
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Line 13 and 14 have no connexion, the 13th is obſcure; 
and the five following not only ſo; but the higheſt indignity that 
can be offered to that national glory mn 
585 inan Hand 21 ee ahn Heini 1706 TON 264 W irs od - 


- 


The paragraph immediately following, is not only & too trfling 
| fe a a juſt and ſerious Pipe © of critiſim, but a 7 ly contradicts 


M1 Pee Py fs +3 [4 
| another paſſage; ; for where can, be the uſe of. 65 45 to bribe w where 


ws 


the judges will receive no "fees ? Pray, Sir, did you read the 
piece after you had writ 117 * my word you ſhould have 
ſome: friend to correct for vou. 4 ved 1 a at ae xk 


As fot the kitig's picture, e of roaſt beef, at T5 
4 1 1; of mean er even beneath” the Roſciad. 5 


= 
4-4 


Line 39, Sir, will you & me the favour . to. dans me what 
buſineſs Smithfield and Southwark Fair have in this poem ? You 
did not mean, as proprietors of theſe laugh ſhops, to give the men 
any claim to wats _— *Þ beg pardon, | bue'T can't bee out the 
| deſign, faith. N be $5358 eee 1 B26) EA 6G. 
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But I muſt — 15 is 2 lucky, conceit,. of making Wilkingn 
pour freſh water on. Mr. Foote' 8 old tea- leaves. 


+. 7 of 


Line 49, You never were more out in your life: ame 
ſee that vigorous was one of the worſt words you co find 
out? The judicious poet would never have given us the idea of 
vigorous to any thing leſs than mature manhood ; but your muſe 
is only a ſtrippling. Here let me beg the poetica licentia, 


Line 
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Line 68, Why really, Sir, you muſt be a great zan of 
acting, by the choice you would ſeem to make of one to decide 
. this debate. Vou ſeem here to be very angry that your Friend 

© Coleman was not appointed to determine this knotty affair, whoſe 
abilities you fancy equally to the taſk ; whereas your 2 
Lloyd was ungenteel enough to diſſent ſo widely in opinion 
from you, wat! he thinks Shakeſpear and Johnſon : are geniuſes only 
able to go through this grand work: you muſt certainly entertain 
no great idea of the two poets you' endeavour to celebrate, or 
an uncommon notion of the prodigious merit of the worthy 
Mr. Coleman. But, as I have before hinted, that I ſuſpected two 
gentlemen. concerned in this work, it is not clear to me but 
this, and the next ganygeric, were wrote by themſelves; no 
i e ee but themſelves could . 9 ings . bluſh- 

ing, except the Roſciad bimſe Af. 8 


tun nr Wa m 
1 Aion 26 yi for Once bu; Cd at ans 
bluſh. Pray; was you conſcious that your argument was ſo weak, 
that you found it abſolutely neceſſary to bring us down a me- 
taphor from {cripture to ſupport a piece of fulſome flattery? 
Beides, a text from holy writ ſhould by no means be introduced 
into a work of this kind, whoſe ſole intention is ill- nature and 
defamation, This is a eriticiſm obvious to every body; and it 
| were needleſs to ſay more, than that you ſhould have had a greater 
regard to the ſacred writings : every ſerious man muſt join with 
me here. I too ſhould be unjuſt, if . paſs d * hee two ai 
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able and truly poetical deſcriptions of our great maſters of drama- 
tic writing; the world muſt own them equally: nervous as ele- 
gant : your waking * zemory with a ſleepy ode,” and your picture of: 
order, (whether your own or not does not ſignify a farthing, as long 
as we have it) with the whole cavalcade; have peculiar merit; but 
really do not ſee what the private fortunes of either of the trea- 
ſurers have to do here; tis poor, 'tis mean, and flying from the 
E nor ſtrictly do I ſee that the men have ay Ern 
nor is it actually poetry, but mad proſe. 8 

| Line 24%; Havard all ſerene, &c. 


Pray, dear, ſcurril Sir, what may this be? A criticiſe! Upon my 
word you are out a trifle here; why this is moſt manifeſt ill na- 
ture, without any reaſon to prove that Mr. Havard cannot feel 
emotions, nor impart. Not being capable of i imparting, may pro- 
ceed from ſome defect in nature, but no fault in the man} but 
even there I ſhall take the liberty of being of another opinion; for 
whoever has ſeen him do any part of tenderneſs, has felt with him 
all the ſympathetic diſtreſs that the author deſigned his part ſhould 
expreſs; which amounts to your own proof, that he feels himſelf, 
Here you condemn, but take no pains to convince; , and you muſt 
have a moſt conſummate ſhare of vanity, when you believe the 
world will take your bare declaration for the ſtandard of judg- 
ment. Mr. Havard might, with more Juſtice, declare.you a block- 
head, and his word would much ſooner be taken: not to men- 


tion the cruelty of the e the Falſhood is | ſufficient to con- 
condemn 
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 condenin'it ; every: thinking man muſt abhor you for ſuch a piece 
through life, is an undoubted teſtimony. of the goodneſs of his 
heart, and the frequent applauſe he has received in his public cha- 
radter, will prove how- much be deſerves as an actor. Come, 
come, confeſs. your mo” and than We E ee -CataR 
your lodge. 00 e dee ob er t mene 


In Mr. oY you "rm to "have t no farther, than 
by miſtaking ſcurrility for wit, and invective for ſatyr. Pray tell 
me, did you intend to be ſmart againſt Davis, or matrimony ? 
You have left it ſomething doubtful; for if a man is to be criti- 
ciſed on for having a very pretty vi what contempt does he 
deſerve who has made choice of a very ugly one? 80 that the 
ſtate itſelf is contemptible : rare doctrine! Mr. Parſon; but if 
| you mean the merit of the man conſiſts in his having a pretty 
wife, T believe you will be found to be more out; ſo that, in 
reality, tis neither wit nor criticiſm ; 3 and T wiſh, for your own 
fake, the lines were more RO eſpectalty ae admirable one 
immediately following. So R 
rhe Aud mouths Faust. as Curs mouth's bone. a! 
Now here, dear Doctor, you muſt give me leave for laughing 
in your ugly face, as Mr. Garrick ſays. Can the mild, the pa- 
cific Mr. Davis, for you afterwards celebrate him as ſach, ever be 
accuſed juſtly of ſnarling i in his part like a butcher's dog? I al- 
| moſt find myſelf ready to bluſh for you; but T conſider you have 
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hy $4 22 5, Pray, l fa Doctor, whit are you at 
here? Only be pleaſed to remember, that in one place Garrick 
and Nature are one; and here you find fault with Mr. Holland, 


when you judge. Suppoſe we allow Mr. Garrick to be a moſt 
perfect performer, it conſequently follows, that if his method is 


Tight, Mr. Holland's cannot be wrong. How are you ſure that 
this is not the moſt indelicate compliment you ever paid your fa- 
yourite ? For ſurely, if Mr. Garrick: has arrived at the firſt Nate 


of excellence, Mr. Holland muſt have ſome degree of merit, who 


is ſo cloſe an imitator: and while I coincide in opinion, that an 
from imitation, it does not follow, that he muſt be out of his 


way far, who ſo juſtly treads in the path of him who is right. 


Indeed, you ſeem to have run on the wrong fide of the poſt in 


this argument; but pray, what reaſon had you for leaving out, 

in this laſt edition, the itch of honor, and the pox of Joue? Was 
not the verſe extreemly harmonious ?. Was not the expreſſion 

very delicate? Was not the thought truly juſt? Or the reflection 


morally honeſt? What reaſon had you for being right ? Or who 
that had read it, found fault with. it? Ah! heayn — mn” 
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156 rInnen AD. 
head Why! twias the only ſitoke of true hamour yon had; 
che pox take you for it! Vou there gave us an opportunity of 
.aughing at you; for you have given us but few to laugh with 
vou. It was very cruel but I hope you will remember it in the 
next editions it wil ill make it Worth! =P, ſhillings... ow 440 l bes 
Eine 2% Why could hot Lloyd, not Coleman, ke we im- 
propriety-of thought ?* Indeed you are very comical ; but very 
apt to forget: yourſelf : but pray let me aſſe you, ſeriouſly; one 
queſtion? Is there any criticiſry/ pointed out here ? What has Mr. 
King's chesttieal merits ta do wih the matchleſs impudence of 
chat nation? If Mr. Ring e eee lee belle ve he is) in the 
parts he plays, What is it to the public where he got his perfec- 
tons ?. Nor do 1 nd; in the eourſe of that paragraph, that you 
And one real fault with him: you male à moſt uillaineus pun at 
the end; but leave us totally im the duk ab to the validity of bis 
pretenſions, or your own eonelufions, how far he had & right to 
the claim he would ſupport.” This I take to be one amongſt the 
many groſs errors chat tun through the whole perfortiiinee; yon 
ate here Rigrnatizing + z cbuntry, chat, in a very few lines, you 
ate moſt laviſh in your « encomlums on: ydu praife Mr. King for 
Branding a nation that you thahk Mr. Moody for refcuing from 
abuſe. Indeed, for my own part, F müft confeſs, 1 do not fee 
nat yu Gould be faylng, Bor! lt Clear to me, that you Know 
you ourſelf;” you found it neceffity to fay Lſomething, and (ill na- 
"Yup if poſſible} 0 to it — went, and very wiſely found out, 
that 
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that it was a crime for an actor to haye paſt ſome few years in Ire- 
land where (allowing your aſſertion for impudence true, which 


I believe to be very erroneous), he had an opportunity of more, 
readily coming at that bleſſing, which vou have found ſo abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to be poſſeſſed of, in order to paſs through life, 
Now pray aſk. yourſelf, can you look upon it as a- fault in any 
man, for having a large ſhare of that, which your own heart 
muſt know to be yout only perfection? or how can you blame a 
e for en that to her ſons, without which you * 
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i A had been a lee clearer 1 mee : 
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0 | Line 2 50, This and the following IEP are, e equalh juſt 
| and fair criticiſms.—All I can ſay for Mr. Foote is, if he laughs, 
C.ries, ſtruts, and ſcrapes in character, he moſt certainly i is right; ; 
but join with you in that elegant, and ſenſible reflection, which 


| coneludes 55 Private e ſhould never be made the tub. 


1 


teſtable a5 ; mimicry : ; pms man who, ond, be found, guilty of 
| expoling a natural imperfeQion, in. in a deſerving man, ſhould be 
expunged, from ſociety. Now: here, Doctor, you be kept up. 
to your text: this isa maſter- -ſroke, of, criticiſm, alle ati-eg::id 
But, Parſon, you chat are Earn'd, and Mould wnderſiahd; how: 
came it to paſs that you did not fee” the dreck meaning: of c 


lines in the . — ? I believe they are thus expreſſed : 
E 2 Dien 
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| Ben I whim Nature caft in hideous mould, 
Who having made, ſhe trembled to behold; 
You" tt: Five we Rave, on account of your profeition, 'to 
| ſpeak very particularly to theſe lines ; for hitherto, Doctor, T. 
have only accuſed you of being a miſerable critic, as I did not 
apprehend I ſhould have had any opportunity of araigning you for 
blaſphemy; and in order to prove this, we are to conſider Nature, 
in the firſt line, as Providence; you make uſe of it as Providence; 
you know, as it now ſtands, it is but another word for God A. 
mighty: now in this you are calling Providence to an account for 
having been unkind to you in the formation of your perſon: that 
Nature, or God, had play'd ſome ſchool-boy's trick, and clapt 
an owl's head on a man's ſhoulders. You muſt remember thoſe 
days of waiitonneſs, when boys are guilty of turning a piece of 
clay into à thouſand antic forms, the ſport of fancy ; now, could 
one of theſe ugly pieces of ' mif-ſhapen mud, think and ſpeak, 
would it not have more reaſon to find fault with its maker than 
you? It would know itſelf to be the offspring of lewd imagina- | 
tion, created only to rife mirth : now, you muſt know yourſelf to 
be the work of the Divine Nature, who would not wantonly, or in 
ſport, create any being, merely to make them objects of derĩ- 
fon. Now, in the cafe of perſonal defects, the imperfection 
brings its effect from ſome natural cauſe, that we can always 
account for; and does not proceed from the Divine Nature's = 


a n er. . * you ſeem to ſay it does) for 
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then the cauſe being from him, we could never trace it to its c 
gin, which now the learned ſons of Galen 1 5 4 40 en de 
_ the temoſt eaſes / 2972 v1 mme . | 
Whom having made ſhe trembled to bol WE ee 
That! is, in Plain words, that Providence was thocked a at a "thing of 
its own creating. Let any thinking man conſider this line attentwe- 
ly, and then condemn me, if be can, when 1 accuſe him of blaſ- 
phemy Here is he telling us, that Nature (which is God in 
this place) had dealt ſo unkindly by him, that he was frightened 
to look on his on production; this is the abſolute meaning of 
the line, and, I believe, will amount to as abſolute blaſphemy. 
There is a line "wu before that will ſerver to corroborate this 
aſſertion: ) 14 OWE Aal 4411 21 2 490 Nei JON 
Mimics dw e errors cut , Nature's Fault. 


Now, here again he is accuſing that all perfect Being, Wi whoſe - 


handy works prove him ſo; of committing of faults. The term 


is falſe; for they are not Nature's faults, but natural misfortunes; - 


and as to the imperfections, they cannot be. che diſpenſations of 
that all juſt God, for they are generally contracted at a time 
when we can have committed no crime to deſerve them, 


which is either in the womb, or in our infancy ; cit dae 
he would never inflict: but if I know you rightly,” 'you have ; 
unjuſtly called Providence to an 'acevutit; for I muſt candidly” | 


own, 1 have n Bags: 5 thoſe te and the p 
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ural imgerfection ig your face, which the faculty call a con- 
vulfſon on the part, proceeding from ſome irregularity in the 
muſcles, I have obſerved with the greateſt pity.—-I certainly. be. 
| hve this to be the true ſpirit and meaning of the lines above 
quoted, and publickly c call upon you to contradict. yourſelf, by. 
denying i the aſſertion, and defending this paſſage : but after this, 
had thy pen all the merit in the world, ſuch roof placedon th thee, 
would damn thee to everlaſting: fame. HE 0 


| 22 27 22 — av | 1 

Line 291, By this E en that Me. Obrian, formi'd by 

nature to pleaſe, ſhevrs us, in Maſter Stephen, which way nature 

1 upon my word à very pretty compliment. But if you 

the contrary, you ſhiould have ſaid, which way nature does 

not grow ; or ſupplied it with the word goes. Now here, Par- 
fon, you have pu the text again 


Line 368, 1 hire ithagine one of the under adtors ſpeaking 
| till he comes at the lin 3 ir, which ſhould not be marked with 
che double comma, eee what has been ſaid; 


2 er 8 
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5 hx ſo thex may: 54 what is the end.of theis profeſſion? t un- 

neſs of the ſtage? or the labour of the performers? Ie it not to bew, 

a. tg herſell . Fray is it their fault if mankind will do abſurd - 

things? and. is were nat, great merit in the player, ha can 

| bappily render. theſe viges ridiculous, and by that means laugh | 
them.qut.pf countenance ; thep certainly they ought not to, fall, 


under 


Kues 
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*. the ſeouirgs, white they are borrecting „thele ertörs J Uf 
leſs they 00 it bönglibgly⸗ and mel YH Peak tb kern 44 
actors, diſtinctly, and not as men bat you forget, von con- 

found, and don t ſeth to knows that Whatever praiſe you be- 
tow on them as men, will not eſtabliſii their reputation as actors; 
nor Whatever fäults you find wick ee ee 


peach their characters as men- g 211.0: nen 20 daw e 
Line 320, 1 wy ow 2 . voy freely ; ; 1 1 could 
by: ar ng FO r e 


Lune 15 5; ai ebould eine i uus Siths.” 
Ms eritigitim, the ma man would” be vell det. Io, Sites n 


rbymes t to the went line. 
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' Ackman would Norris be, and N 1 . | 


£8 15105 2581 „„ TOUT DING 
Well," "tis is dead nie N can be no great harm in imita- 
ting men of known abilities. Was there. ever any thing ſo ab- 
ſurd as the character of Mr. Branſby ? nt to mention. the im- 
propriety of the term Ludierous Mature was. nature ever known. 
to be ludicrous? how is it poſſible the. ſhould be o Suppoſe ſhe 
has been. 00 unkind, as to give this, man, a hump: back, that a 
contraction in his face; pray are theſe infirmities ludicrous; or 


are they objects of our pity s I believe this will demon 
3 aue dan perſeg ino One ludierans 4PM! le here, wy 
je abs is it at all applicable to Mr. Branſhy 2 N corn 
would aim at being what nature and ability never deſigned he 
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mould be, there be is an object of ridicule ; but we do not find 
that any part of 'this gentleman's character, and muſt. beg ſome 
better FIT than your ſaying fc fo. 8 ant . "a 
use 333, I 1 forget thee, Blakes, be. 

E he is praiſing, or n fo 
his ſatyr has loſt-its ſting, or his praiſe its end; and cannot help 


great deal. of dark wit, roms amt 57 Þ 1 


3557 


Line 341, Long fron a nation, be. or | 


abuſing himſelf, be ſo \ humbly hunks Mr. r. Moody 4 Tas 
from abuſe. Will you never recollect yourſelf ? ? how has this 


country been abuſed; ? Indeed we haye had a few of its clowns 


repreſented upon our age, where the authors have made them 
commit laughable blunders ; but always have had a ſtrict regard 
to make them the honeſteſt creatures in the world? For the truth 
of this T refer you to all the Teagues on the ſtage; and here we 
habe an Triſh gentleman, an honeſt, ſenſible, brave man; nay, 
and modeſt too; with the true generoſity of heart very peculiar 
to that country: but the author finding it abſolutely neceſſary to 


: mark the character, has here and there given him a ſeeming miſ- 
take. Now; how has this country ever been abuſed on our ſtage? 


Ido not recollect one bad character but Fbigard; and that is ra- 
ther à fatyr upon the gown, Mr. Parſon, than upon the nation. 
neither more or leſs than miſplace your WO. u hi Mr. 
TIRE ·³ bit 94075 "art ind King; 


—— 
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Mo n for allowing 92 

is, that ee hit of that Mo n Mr. Macklin ſo 
juſtly had drawn: and as you ſeem. his friend, I wiſh you would 
adviſe him not to mar the character, by. introducing bis vile 
Whack ; for, to be ſure, that ſong appears very well in the 
mouth of a baronet, with fifteen hundred per Ann. bred a ſcho- 
lar at, home, and poliſhed in the military. court. of Krane * 


admoniſh him, ang corredt thyſelf... 45 hed a ok <a 
TH Eine 352 Nor Aefrerit dai 2311: 1 Ban i 


And yet are condefcends to be perfectly well acquainted 
through the whole houſe. "Phis-is-very-groſs;” for if the muſe 
was not known, or acquainted with them; tow could ſhe fpeak 
of them? How give any juſt or determinate recital of them, as: 
they are brought forward to claim the chair? But your plea of 

having no knowledge, is a god excuſe; I readily believe you 
there, and wiſn you would learn to point, for certainly the com- 
| ma/at militia has no | there, unleſs-torender it obſcure. 


Line 3 ©, Well, this | is a | piece of rs crit ii, and l abſo- 
lutely dae what we ly before wank ſs "BE 
o A TEIDTY 28 c Sparks at hiv'glafs, S. 7 L Vi. 4 \ > Hi. | 
that the gentleman ſpoke of i is, — te What dia! 
| you, in 1. wiſe wm og irene to ſay 7” You could x not mean. 


* 
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Alpe g be, that is but badly graſted in thy nature; and you 

could not mean to abuſe; by ſaying that he acts upon ſettled prin- 
ciples, and that thoſe -prineiples are right. Mr. Sparks ought to 
return you his publie thanks. Pray, is there any criticiſm ſtruck 
out here; unleſs it be an encomium? That Mr. Smith is genteel, 
thy, and ſmart, is univerſally allowed ; and as for his going to 
[chool, to fay his part, every one will ſee it a piece of falſe ſatyr, 
without any wit; but allowing it was ſo, it only proves that Mr. 
Smith is not too proud to be inflructed in the happy art of plea- 
fing, as you do not deny but that he does pleaſe; and where yo 
cannot find fault, the world may always give gteat merit. Roſs, 
.&c. I will confeſs, might be better than he i is: he is undoubtedly 
poſſeſſed of an elegant figure, good under inding,. and pleaſing 
voices: theſe. are great abilities, all which he "certainly. has; 
and might arrive at a much higher Nate of perfection, if he 
would beſtow a little pains e eee 3 but Imuſt own, L never 
Jaw any thing like ſleeping. either in him or Mrs. Ward: but 1 

Enno hep the drowſineſs: of your diſpoſition; but dll together 
malces but a pacnile criticiſm ;.+nay; leaving it doubtful whether 
it is one. I muſt candidly own, if there is any 2 meant 


5 to Mr. Macklio, 1 de got un der and jr BO ady dig ins. 
Line 371, Why, in the name of the nine muſes what are you 
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a We, jThjgis really a mighty perplexed affair, Areyou ſpeaking 


il 


to M o Mr, + Shuter as 25 actor Wi What has the man t to do with 


1745 18. {if 


* author's lei out-qnonſenſe? ? Or what has the actor 
to 
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to. PETR Shuter's letting fly random bolts af wit? Indeed, 
Doctor, you are very clever, if à man could find it out; 


though it is no matter how much more lower you rite. Thong 


wonder would be, if it had hit the mark. This is a terrible 
miſtake; but dont you think the word b, would: have pre- 
vented this glaring abſurdity? You, are you welcome to it. It 
was not a bad thought to leave out, in this impreſſion, Whit- 


field and Dawſon for what has Mr. Shuters private affairs to 
ds with Roſeius's chair? But, Doctor, don't you remember, as 
you have laid it down, eee eee 
bers of Covent- Garden theatre; *for you'declared' they deelined 
all pretenſion to the feat, and were aſham'd te lead on their 
troops. Now, ac yen had made them modeſtiy forego all elit, 
you could have no right to find faulFwidythem!? Here yb¹ h 


not dal bees abſt! —_ exiticiſins] but wiong/in your to- 


thing of your en $74 s | Fs * $# 5 2 311 ahn 15 a 2 11% SOLE 
(oth on 115 * 09-3148) 911935 en "ou 
Lide 407K to. 428, H Happy. enough, .and very juſt. ., Made) AG) 


Line 425; Mrs. Yates certainly merits all your prüiſe: nor is 


your criticiſm without foundation. I * n. of the lines 


1 


un earn min kd Ati 1 2 90 2 E TE. Fett $30 © 617” — 1} 


"Next i 1, a "real character of Mis. Cibber; Pak could not you x 


Rug introduced that pretty digreſſion better ? ? For now we are led 


off from the matter, to Pear Jou tell us what) you. . when ſhe 
12 21 . Dr 
1 ; : KI \ | b 2 "A plays 


img, 


ma ar ras a vety bad head, to _ no- 


| 
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plays Alicia. Why, every fool feels with her then: but here we 
fuppoſe, that lady eame in her turn to lay claim to the chair. 
Now, if you would have ſo contrived; that Mrs. Cibber might 
would have produced a fine effect, and not ſo vilely have broke the 
_—— of the poem; but e ſacriſiced all Lc it. 


The next F are juſt 1 fair, I believe. u 
Ine 479, Pritchard, RC-. 


Now. to convince how far he has err d in his praiſe on Mr. Cole- 
man and Mrs. Pritchard. Sure never. was any thing ſo inconſiſ- 
tent as the character you have given of this lady: her perſon, 
her voice, and underſtanding, are as unblemiſhed as her fame. 
That ſhe bas all the dignity of majeſty, attemper d with all the 
graceful charms of eaſe; and that her knowledge in her profeſ- 
tion is inferior. to none; ſo far, for once, you have exactly hit 
the way of ſpeaking truth. Hut what can excuſe thee for that 
ſhocking, that indelicate expreſſion you make uſe of for your 
foul· mouth d critic ? Was it to ſhew, you could not drop your- 
ſelf, though but for once? That you could not forget your ac- 
- euſtom'd ill nature, even to keep up propriety? How falſely 
muſt your critic judge, or how! erroneouſly you write? for can 
ſhe, who is poſſeſſed of all the qualificatians before recited; juſt- 
ly | be accuſed of either being tao fat, or old Now, that ſhe. has 
theſe perfections, you ſeem convinced, or farther on you would 
neyer have been ſo liberal of your praiſes. Faith, you may very 
well fay, Inferior only to | the author, Kc. for that gentleman 


„„ Kr. 
D 


Eau not 
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cannot ſufficiently thank her: he knows that it was through her 
means, that he had a miſerable play greatly ſaved. It may be 


aſked, why miſerable? and as I have laid it down as à maxim, 
to give a reaſon to ſupport what I ſhall aſſert, I ſhall begin with 

Mr. Vates's character: an old debauchee, pimping for his ne- 
phew. Mr. Palmer, a ſober young fellow, Who gives it as a 
proof of his ſobriety, by appearing twice drunk before his miſ- 
|  treſs, when ſhe had moſt occaſion for him in his perfect ſenſes. 

Mr. King, a very vile copy of Mr. Macklin's ſquire Groom. Mr. 
Burton, a ſketch of a character not without merit. Mr. Obrien, 
mere outlines too, and badly conducted, is guilty of the worſt of 
actions, yet carries it off in triumph, when he ought to be diſ- 
| graced, Mr. Garrick's inconſiſtent, but admirably acted. Mr. 
Ackman's, the beſt wrote part in the play, | becauſe he ſpeaks but 
one line. And Mr Moody's, a moſt miſerable character, only 
foiſted in to ſhew him in an Iriſhman, and to commit à poor 
blunder, too bad for an Iriſh footman, that cannot read, which 
we muſt not dare to ſuppoſe of a regulating captain As 
for Mrs. Pritchard's, 'tis well conducted, till the fourth act, 
where ſhe ſhould undoubtedly have fainted away; Mr. Oak- 
ly ſhould have left her, and then ſhe would have had time 
to recollect, and ſee her follies, before the fifth act; her contri- 
tion would have been natural, and have made a fine IL beſides 
preventing that huddle of plot at the laſt, where the lady re- 
covers the free uſe of thinking before ſhe has time to recollect 
herſelf, Mrs. Clive's, an old bawd of quality : the character 


'when rightly conducted) whether fit for ſtage, or no, is yet 
doubtful „ 
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doubtful ; but ſhould, at all events, have received ſome puniſh- 
ment at lat whereas ſhe has the laugh againſt them, like my 


lord. Mis Pritchard is angry with her lover without cauſe; and 
Ware rs en. As for the conducting N plot, what 
can be worſe ? Was there ever any thing ſo diabolical as the miſ- 
take of the letters, and the vile incident of prefling the father 
and lover ? Inſtead of the plots opening in the fourth act, as it 
| ſhould do, we are kept quite in the dark till tho laſt ſcene, where 
it burſts upon us, and is ſueh a patched affair, that he e 
finds time to bring abbut his grand defign. And for language, 
it is really ſo poor, ſo miſerable; that tis almoſt beneath eriti- 
cim. My Lord and the Major ſpeak very little leſs than down- 
right bawdy; and 1 do not remember one moral reflection, nor 
4 ſtroke of juſt wit, through the whole Perigeniance..” 1 know 
they ſay lis natural; but de we not expect ſomet 
comedy than mere chit chat and hurry? We were tal to be 
tteated, in good Dan. Congreeve's days, with regular conducted 
boſineſs, and the moſt brilliant flights of real wit; both which 
mae — ß m9 4 ecoertt Iv $2} 


4 


peut 1559151 . D 


From this we may gather | {oth 5 1 — her of cha- 
rafters, extreme partiality i in the oeconomy of the buſineſs, and 
language void of ſentiment and wit, can contribute to make this 

as bad a play as we hare. lately ſeen, Indeed, Mr. Coleman, 
you muſt mend your hand; for you may not haye the happineſs ; 
to have the next PT: „ 


, > 5 3 
+83 


8 
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I beg pardon for this digreſſion; but have already given bac rea- 
ſon for it, and now ſhall proceed with the Roſciad. , 
L.iine 539, Names ne'er defign'd. 
Could not you have made uſe of the vulgar ſaying, Net. to be 
mentioned in the. ſame day, unleſs when; you compare ſraall 
things with great? for though we allow. Mr. Moſſop to have a 
great deal of merit, I think Mr. Barry may ſtand candidate for 
the firſt ſeat in fame, without even giving offence to your Roſcius. 
The next paragraph is very poetical, but not quite fo clearly un- 
derſtood as I could. wih; I do not ſee any meaning it has. In the 5 
next line, we have another ſcripture text foiſted on us, but on a 
far worſe deſign : here holy writ is brought down for | che mo ot | 
ſcandalous of Purpolcs ; 3, namely, . to. blaſt, the reputation of. a 
worthy member of ſociety, and render him ns whe was 
ever an object of PS: eſteem. nd 18 Oh: 36 YOU LW ial NE! Ran 


Should the holy dictates of God ever be made uſe of in a con. 


temptuous light? Well may the laity hold them in 
deriſion, when our ſpiritual e, treat them wy his moſt ludi- 


S101: 4 un S747 ; ? * * D 2. 
crous and | laughable manner. * {M3137 1 G3 „ 


AA dg y{ rv] 1 34 ET TIONS... ! 
< We will allow. every, man to parts it is in his power; but 
will not forgive any for being Prophane, lodeed, friend, , youhave 
made a:cofifounded. blunder here; nor is your. character of that 
gentleman built upon better grounds than ohr text! is applicable ; 3 
ſo / chat all we can ſay is, that you, have been ludierouſly e 


and impiouſly witty; not to ſay how unjuſt i in your character. 
Why 
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Why how like a dog that had 3 i il wool youlok, it - 
| Je a 269 gs take hold of this. i Bar: : 1 01 a0] 


Line 568, vou here ſpeak particularly kind, 3 no more 
"than truth of Mr. Barry. Every one will agree with you, that 
he is happy in a fine figite: we are convinced. too, that his foul 
is capable of feeling all the convulſive ſtrugglings of the ſtrongeſt 
| paſſion... Now, as you generouſly allow that he can feel himſelf; 
according to a declaration of your own, he muſt make others feel: 
for if you acknowledge him ſuſceptible of the paſſions, WhO is 
I poſiels'd of a graceful perſon, a ſtrong marking face, and a pe- 
culiar mufically tun d voice, it follows that he i is capable of diſpen- 
ſing theſe feelings: you own too that none can give ſuch well ap- 
; plauded tenderneſs. Lear, a part where every paſſion that can agi- 
tate the human breaſt; are almoſt all employed at once; yet bas this 
very man N art ſo to divide NES thaeach all 


3 er dee. . 2 = what can you mean 
4 an OT april f ; adapting the fineſt Hgure i in the 
world, to preſent you with the moſt delightful attitude? ? Don' t 
you think this a mighty | ſhrewd remark, my dear Sir? And after- 
Wards you contradict yourſelf, by ſaying he never knew a feeling 
that be was not taügtit; now, this is acknowledging he has ar- 
rived at the huppy fclence of feeling," if I may be allowed the 
term; but naturaliſts wilt telt you there is no ſuch thing as 
ügbt to feel; that it muſt be ſuch b _—_— upon 


Waile toy ol 2 vw woo Ya! „ on ; vin boite 
e % Ws "De 
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the ſoul that can produce ſuch ſenſations :. now this muſt be be- 
yond the reach of art or teaching; nh 
can . aps feel, it matters not b er h N 

5 0 He cumm d. & . Sdn 
That is, he 4 great pains to ng it mere be mY 


fault in that, your favourite, (or IL am miſinformed) has taken 
more pains chan any of them, by which he has gain'd the 
High ſtate he now poſſeſſes. Are 101 convinced aa e _ 


Lr omg e 21936010 10 Re 900” lis 
| Line 568, MP. Quin, Ke. Ant 


Here i is a name e brought to public ridicule, that n never ' thould: 
be made . uſe of but with reſpect; 1 as we owe his memory 


CE NS SA 


the ſincereſt reverence, having conferred the greateſt honour. 


on our ſtage; but let his merits or his faults be what they 


may, they ought: by no means to, have. been introduced 
here, having long fiace reſi igned all” pretenſions-. to the chair 
of Roſcius, in the very meridian of _Praiſe; at a time of life 
ben he was moſt calculated: by nature, and experience, to be- 
ſtow that ſatisfaction i in his s peculiar caſt of parts, which has dot 
been in the power of any performer ſince him to give us: and: 
here are you diſturbing. the manes of his theatrical reputation; 


and in your opinion (in a manner very peculiar to yourſelf) con- 


demning of him after he had paſs'd the. examination of the 
ſtricteſt court, and been honourably acquitted by the ſevereſt 
judges of the ſtage. I believe there is not a' lover of theatrical 


amuſemente Wit is above forty, d that 1 ys not whe to on this 


T 4; 
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ccaſion: if I am not much miſtaken,” the greateſt fault this 
worthy gentleman finds with: this favourite actor, is a ſameneſs. 
Now to cbntradict you at onde, let me aſk you, and thoſe 
who remember him, if: his declamation in Cato was like 
his droll humour in Falſtaff? Was his Othello like his 
Old Batchelor? Was, his Brutus like his Fryar? Now, the 
plain queſtion to be aſk d is, Could there be a ſameneſs 
in bim, who could ſo vary bimſelf as to be equally great and 
pleaſing in the Duke in Meaſure for Meaſure, and Sir John 


Brute? Who could ſo enter into every Part, as entirely to poſ- 
ſeſs himſelf of it, and male us happy in the perſormance? 


| Nor did we find any. want of a pefformer in any one of his parts 


while we had him, as we have not ſeen them ſupply d with the 
leaſt advantage. Thope, gentlemen, you will forgive me for be- 
ing thus tedious, : as you will ſee it's an indilpenſible duty on me to 
defend this character: I now you grey-bearded Veterans,' ibo 
1 d bis cauſe ( which 'grey-bearded Veterans is a rank tautology, 
for they could not well be Veterans without being grey-bearded) 
will Join with me, that he ſhould, at all events, lefthim at peace 
in bis love ſeat, bis ſabine fields, contenting himſelf with being 
obſcurely great i in rural life, well | knowing | that „ 


5 1 
vice evails, 
. n ben ic pre A and impious men bear ſway,” i ET 
. The 2 of bonour i 1s @ private ation. i 


17 fi: 
Path 1 has been ſaid, the world will ſee bis eriticiſin « as falle 
as the introduction of the character was wrong; will ſee it brought 
"mow tovent his own ſpleen; for he openly confeſſes he pleaſed | 


our fathers; that they gave him * _— and thought him 
then 
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thin what hisRoſcius.is now. I why will you, my dear ſhame- 
c'd Doctor, plant your very {imple opinion in direct. oppoſition 
to all they were ever pleaſed with, and openly, declare. yourſelf 
in immediate poſſeſſion of more underſtanding than Four father 
? dad? though ' 'tis poſſible he had as ſtrong gatural parts, as his 
ſon, with a judgment confirmed by threeſcore years expericnce : : 
but this is not the only proof of your conſummate modeſty, and 
Are alone ſerve to invalidate your criticiſm.—Methinks' I ſee 


r. Quin mecting one of his acquaintance —Good morning Mr. 
ain, what is the matter? You look as if y you were not well. 


Well! no, I have got the gripes: —The | gripes, with what,” Sir? 
With what f. why I have taken a d—nd' large doſe of the Roſciad 


this morning: F wifh Teould meet with the author, that Imight 


have ſomething ready to wipe e (dear Mir. Sandy exeuſe 
me, I could not do without your four ſtars, and preſerve any of 
"that decency”) you ſo recommend: But why, Mr. Quin, muſt 


you make uſe of the man cool you! not Have taken His Pekka | 


| Fs Jas, no, „ , Sir hat is bol piers ” 
2 41995 1407 7 : 


Sheridan a Aab, name, . 


err Oy 
a? IS .4-& 4.5% 


4% 


* os owes men mes genius, and rudely ſtepping in 1 with his opinion 


before they bave had time enough to conſider the cauſe duly. 
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In the next paragraph — his. conceptions are! d. 
ea, and great; his feelings ſtrong, uber 
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Here he o owns s that this gentleman' 8 header is yet unhxed i in the. 
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Al that Quin would envy; yet has nature been — 
gard of her favours, eee 1 


en eee l | „ wad By 1 
YN Lise 676, Paſſions ele" Chaos in <A oc ccrn 
af 5  £& 2F 


That he Hts all the real emotions of paſſion, but has not 60 
faculties to mark one. In the next, his 1 voice Is either "irregularly 


deep. or inbarmoniouſly, ſhrill, two extremes | th 
rr Lite man and wife,. 3 1 n 
: g ' together for the ſake of priſe. | , | ” 
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Now, here is _another palpable g at matrirnony': beſides, 


3 2 TT 1 
„ e _ "08 2344. : 
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_ KA wink like een Furman 
me; find it out, thaſe that oan conceive better. But Why, my 

dear Sir, are man and wife coupled together only for the fake of 
-Rtrife? Dom tou think we have an infinite deal to thank the le- 
geſlator for; it was not quite fo conſiderate, or kind, to inſtitute 
a ceremony, merely, to make two people miſerable. 1 hope you 
do not experience its cruelty at home, with the ſoft object of your 
conjugal deſires. Dear Parſon „ have ſome mercy on poor matri- 
mony.—But-to return; in the following paragraph you ſay, His 
afting is too much, and give it as proof, that in the heat of his 
impatience he Halls three paces back, and then returns his 16ſt 
three _—_— ; his * © ROE motion ſemi-circular; and that 


þ ; 
e following t two lines are : beneath all criticiſm, 


698, pill in his 0wn contending paſſions roll, A” 


THE | n e be 44 


It I do not forget, you have juſt been 6 t him, 
aſſerting that nature had denied him the kind powers of conveying 
paſſions; and here you celebrate him, as diſplaying, all the 
contending tumults that can wrack the ſoul. Now, the: plain 
| queſtion is, my dear accurate Sir, Can he, or can he not feel 


and make others feel? Or if he did not, how could you wr out 
| he had theſe paſſions ? 158 not this ſelf evident? | | 


Line 701, 70a. The juſteſt compliment in the 5 1 But I 


would aſk this profound critick, if it is Nature's fault that he 


falls three paces back ? Is it Nature's fault, that he throws his 
arms like a Nailor? Is it Nature's fault that his right leg moves in 
motion ſemir circular Nox can you anſpwer this ? Muſt I for. ever 


call upon you;to- remember? hold two to one now. that you. 


have taken. large draught of Mr. Garrick's Lethe ; he very well 


taken in quantity: andi believe: you are a good honeſt ſoul, Aon 
von t: baulk your glaſs. Pray, Parſon, hut pray do, when you are 
quite cool, conſider this paſſage: attentively; it does not ſigniſꝰ 
ho more juſt and poatical you make it, for. ir and iar do not 


thyme the beſt in the world; and donꝭt miſtake dirty vit for 
honeſt ſatyr.Laſtly, Mr. Garricke the uniuerſal reputation he has 
gained amongſt the moſt! competent judges, would. render it 


_ abſolute. impudence in me to endeavour. ta take from it. IL believe 


him to be 2 very excellent performer but not Without i his Errors; 
Jan wiſly'y 30 h 
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d found out ſome few, then we ſhould not have 
all 


a 
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hy fulſome praiſe, te be neither more hor 
leſs than Jocks Hattery;' made uſe of for ſome ſervile purpoſe 
but there can be no doũbt, but that derer has: difcernment 
ctiougts, to fee thro" ſo? wean Un artine e. 


5 EXIT N ied 5 ks 


Thus for 1 have e 15 e to. ew bow 1 he 
had any re? claim to the character of critic.; ; and now ſhall Ye. ; 
it to be decided by men of judgment. I have only taken the 
hberty to give my own reaſons Why he is not one. I muſt con- 
elude, by making a ſerious application to the town, on a ſubject 
which Fonly intended to treat ludicrouſly : my whole deſign at 
firſt,” was rather to raiſe the juſt contempt that ſuch- Si de- 
lere. e N ſacrifice to — that me 


Rub, that 1 hope the forg! 
"Keep up the laugh any lon er than was neceſſary. Dut | 
elmations now call upon me, to eee treated him as a 

Bad- aüther, to fpeak to him no as a worſe man. Borne away 
with the ſtream of folly, and ill natute, the mile may circulate for 
Him; bat let candour once conſider the motive, that it is raiſed at 
the expence of humabity';- that we give up our judgment to in- 
dulge ou ee — ee at gn de an 

AH this er ab tano pur of "RO ene 
bis Gon. I believe it would ſtagger him to prove he had one 
noral or e cannot 
1s | 1 3 | find 
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find it dut; but * the contrary, I ſee malice, envy, and fulſome 
flattery, are the only goals pointed at, the only paths purſued, the 


only ends deſired. Place it in another light; and ſuppoſe, wretched- 


neſs and want, being the parents of invention, had drove him 
upon this plan; could he not have been ingenuous, and while he 
played the critic, could he not have maintained the man? His 


firſt deſign would have been anſwered, for the piece would bave 
ſold as well, and would have bought him praiſe, as well as bread. 
But his views ſeem all to centre in the worſt of purpoſes, arrogance, 


and pride; this it muſt be granted, looks like his intention. The 
diſpaſſſonate man will ſee at one glance the prieſt prophaning the 
ſacred word of God, will find him drawing down from ſcripture 
a conceited laugh, to ſupport a ludicrous hypotheſis; will ſee him 

forſaking the grand work of diſpenſing mutual harmony and 


univerſal concord amongſt mankind, to fow diſſention, to: blaſt re- 


putation, and totally deſtroy the welfare of an harmleſs brother of 


ſociety, whoſe only fault is, his not being able to be more than 
be can be. Religion, charity, beneficent love; themes for a holy 
pen to write on, ſurely cannot be below his conſideration; 22 
theſe he forſakes fot calumny, detraction and lies : no longer 
flects upon his ſacred oath, and divine function, but as ttifles; 3 
and impiouſly daring, leaves them, to become a vile ſatyriſt. 


"Now let me appeal to you, you wonty 6 ſons of piety, to you 


whole private characters as men, well b the ſacred robes 
you wear, as en of our * chriſtian eek to you 
whoſe 
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vu en n » 1 ADP : . 
3 | bels pious lives reflean Honour on the mioſt honourable r- 2 
1 : fleſſion to you who/zealous in che cauſe and propagation of thaſe Lp | 
Fo _- "edivite/principles, which tend to: diſpenſe univerſal happineſs in 
= TS mis world, and everlaſting glory in the: next; who devote the : 


_—_ © night to meditation, and the day to prayer 3 haQů give up the 
Wh... pomps and luxuries of life to aſſiſt mankind in the igreat road of . 
ddeestidnz wuh hat indignatien muſt von look upon this wen? ö 
43 _— | Can you: oww him for a brother of pot divioe order, who could | 5 8 


IE forſake his poſt as captain under Chriſt, to-become: the fouleſt af 3 
a, | calumniators; who could for ſake every duty, and actually be the 225 
8 wolf: in dherp's clothing? What” will che world-think. of our 

ſchool of faith, when ſuch as he art dur r preceptors ? Should the 

0 | holy fur ſcreen him, whoſe: actions are a Tcandal to it? Let us 

75 hope there liues not another of ſo malignant a, caſt; z if their does, 

may che wish off late Worthy, divine be bis portion. May 

5 penury and want ſtare him in the fate; may ame and reproach =» 
pPurſue him; may dhe tings of aiguilty: conſcience. wake in the og 

morning, and remorſe haunt him all the day; may bis friends 4 
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